Memorandum of Understanding

to promote cooperation in the fields of
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries
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Aruba

In particular the Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, which falls under
the Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs, and Primary Sector

&

Public Entity Bonaire

In particular the Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, which falls under
the Directorate for Space and Development.

&
Curacao

In particular the Executive Organization of Agriculture & Fisheries, which falls under
the Ministry of Health, Environment and Nature

&

Public Entity Saba

In particular the Department of Agriculture, Hygiene and Vector Control

&

Public Entity Sint Eustatius

In particular the Department of Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries which falls under the
Directorate of Economy, Nature, and Infrastructure

&

Sint Maarten

In particular the Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Service, which falls under
the Ministry of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Transportation, and Telecommunications

hereinafter jointly referred to as: the parties
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Considering that:

e Aruba, Curagao and Sint Maarten are autonomous countries within the Kingdom of the

Netherlands;

Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius are public entities of the Netherlands;

The Participants all have roles and responsibilities regarding the development, regulation
and safeguarding of the agriculture, livestock and fisheries sectors within their respective
jurisdictions, whereby the roles and responsibilities for Aruba, Curagao and Sint Maarten
are different due to their autonomous country status, compared to Bonaire, Sint Eustatius
and Saba;

e The Participants recognize the strategic importance of food security, food safety,
sustainable production systems, climate resilience and regional cooperation within the
Dutch Caribbean,;

e Since 2022, cooperation between the Participants has been organized under the name
Dutch Caribbean Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Alliance (DC ALFA);

e The Participants signed an initial MoU on 2 June 2023, which established DC ALFA as a
collaborative platform;

e Since the signing of the initial MoU, DC ALFA has developed a clear mission, vision and
strategic roadmap for the period 2025-2035 (the DC ALFA Roadmap, see Annex);

e The Participants acknowledge that the scope, ambitions and maturity of DC ALFA now
require a more structured, durable and future-oriented framework for cooperation;

e This MoU shall supersede the previous version, which shall, upon execution of this
document, be deemed null and void.

e The Participants express the intention to safeguard continuity of cooperation

e DC ALFADC ALFAThe Participants recognize the need to explore possible options
regarding the future formalization of DC ALFA, subject to the constitutional, legal and
internal approval procedures applicable within each jurisdiction.

Paragraph 1. Purpose
1. The purpose of this MoU is to renew and strengthen regional cooperation between the
Participants within the framework of DC ALFA, and to formalize the steps necessary to
create an independent legal structure, while maintaining strong public-sector anchoring
through the following steps:

a. Appoint a person, or persons, to conduct exploratory research regarding possible
governance structures for DC ALFA, without authority to legally bind any
Participant, DC ALFAfor DC ALFA (for example a foundation, an association, a
legal limited liability company, or other legal vehicle), that can still represent all
six islands, and the Netherlands, that can provide a solid legal structure for DC
ALFA, and that can operate with a strong governance and financing system
ensuring continuity and longevity.

b. These persons will have an exploration commissioned on behalf of DC ALFA to
the legal governance structure, which will be presented to all DC ALFA members.

¢. DC ALFA members may formulate a non-binding proposal regarding a possible
legal governance structure for further internal consideration by each Participant,
that DC ALFAwill be proposed to the different countries and for decision m 'ngdﬂ/
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2. This MoU provides the strategic and organizational basis for cooperation in alignment
with the DC ALFA Roadmap 2025-2035.

3. This MoU expresses the Participants shared arrangements to continuity, long-term
collaboration and progressive formalization of DC ALFA.

Paragraph 2. Mission and Vision

Mission

DC ALFA is dedicated to promoting sustainable agricultural practices, enhancing livestock
health and productivity, and ensuring the responsible management of fisheries in the Dutch
Caribbean. DC ALFA supports local farmers, livestock owners, fishers and communities through
education, innovation and collaboration, fostering a resilient and prosperous primary sector.

Vision
DC ALFA envisions a thriving and sustainable agriculture, livestock and fisheries sector in the
Dutch Caribbean that contributes to food security, community well-being and ecological balance,

while strengthening resilience to climate change and preserving biodiversity and cultural
heritage.

Paragraph 3. Strategic Objectives

The Participants consent that cooperation under this MoU will be guided by the following
strategic objectives, as elaborated in the DC ALFA Roadmap:

Strengthening regional food security and reducing import dependency;

Supporting coherent and forward-looking policy development;

Stimulating inclusive economic growth and resilient value chains;

Advancing sustainable, climate-smart and innovative practices;

Promoting inclusive participation, with particular attention to youth and women.
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Paragraph 4. Roadmap Endorsement

1. The Participants acknowledge and endorse the DC ALFA Roadmap 2025-2035 as the
guiding framework for cooperation. Endorsement of the Roadmap does not create
binding implementation or financial commitments.

2. The Roadmap will serve as the reference for priorities, activities and monitoring of
progress under this MoU.

3. Updates to the Roadmap may be adopted in writing by consensus of the Participants,
without requiring amendment of this MoU.

Paragraph 5. Governance and Coordination
1. Cooperation will be coordinated through the existing administrative coordination
structures of DC ALFA, which do not constitute an independent legal entityDC ALFA,
including its executive and working bodies.
2. Each Participant shall designate:
a. A primary focal point from the department responsible for agriculture, livestock and
fisheries; and

b. A secondary focal point from the department responsible for economic affairs or related
portfolios, where applicable.
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3. Focal points act on behalf of their respective administrations and ensure internal
coordination at island level.

Paragraph 6. Commitment to Formalization

1. The Participants express their shared intention to explore the possible formalization of
DC ALFA as an independent legal entity.

2. Formalization aims to: a. Strengthen operational continuity; b. Enable access to external
funding; c. Allow future cooperation structures, subject to separate approval procedures
of each Participant, to enter into understandings and partnershipsDC ALFA; d. Support
professional staffing and project implementation.

3. The Participants acknowledge the options of an association or foundation, or other
suitable legal forms, as outlined in the DC ALFA legal-structure research.

4. A final decision on the legal form shall be taken jointly, following consultation and
internal approval procedures. Any decision regarding legal incorporation shall require
separate internal governmental approval and compliance with all applicable constitutional
and statutory procedures within each jurisdiction.

Paragraph 7. Financial and In-Kind Commitments
1. The Parties may voluntarily support DC ALFA through a combination of financial and
in-kind contributions DC ALFAsubject to applicable laws, regulations, and budgetary
availability. Contributions remain subject to annual budget approval and applicable
national procedures.
2. Financial contributions may include voluntary annual contributions, subject to annual
budget approval and without creating multiannual financial obligations, such for:
o Capacity building and training;
o Research and consultancy;
o Regional coordination and events.
3. In-kind contributions may include:
o Allocation of staff time;
o Technical expertise;
o Hosting meetings, training or pilots.
4. Contribution modalities may be further specified in annual work plans or supplementary
agreements.
5. The Participants may jointly explore opportunities for additional external funding,
without authority to apply for or accept funding on behalf of another Participant.

Paragraph 8. Representation and External Relations
1. The Participants support DC ALFA’s role as a regional platform for representation in
policy dialogues, partnerships and international forums.
2. Where appropriate, DC ALFA members may, following prior consent, communicate
shared policy views regarding matters of common interest, subject to internal
coordination.

Paragraph 9. Confidentiality and Data
1. Confidential information shared between the Participants will be handled with due care.
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2. Data exchange will take place in accordance with applicable laws and with consent of the
providing Participant.

Paragraph 10. Legal Nature

1. This MoU is not legally binding and shall not constitute an agreement of any kind,
enforceable against any Participant.

2. This MoU reflects political and administrative arrangements in good faith.

Paragraph 11. Duration and Review
1. This MoU comes into effect on the date of signature.
2. This MoU is concluded for a period of three years ending on May 29, 2029 (starting on
May 29, 2026).

3. .The MoU may be reviewed periodically or amended by written consent of all
Participants.

Paragraph 12. Withdrawal
1. Any Participant may withdraw from this MoU by written notification.
2. Withdrawal will not affect ongoing cooperation or activities already initiated under this
MoU, this refers only to separate written arrangements or project agreements.

Sint Maarten, 29 May 2026
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Aruba

The Minister of Finance, Economic Affairs, and Primary Sector
Mr. Geoffrey Wever

Bonaire

On“behalf of the Executive Council of the Public Entity Bonaire
Commissioner
Mr. Joselito Statia

Curagao

The Minister of Health, Environment and Nature
Mr. Tyrone Boekhoudt
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Saba

Mandated by the Executive Council of the Public Entity Saba
Commissioner
Mr. Bruce Zagers

Sint Eustatius

AN

andated by the Executive Council of the Public Entity Sint Eustatius
Commissioner
Ms. Rechelline Leerdam

Sint Maarten

Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Transportation,
and Telecommunications
Ms. Grisha Heyliger-Marten
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