May 29, 2026
Sint Maarten

Mrs. Nathalie Maduro
President
DCALFA — Dutch Caribbean Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Alliance

Subject: Representation and Support for the Primary Food Sector of the Six Dutch
Caribbean Islands

Dear Mrs. Maduro,

On behalf of the primary food sector representatives of the six Dutch Caribbean islands
-— Aruba, Bonaire, Curacgao, Saba, Sint Eustatius, and Sint Maarten — we extend our
respect and appreciation for the leadership and continued efforts of DCALFA in
strengthening regional cooperation, sustainability, and food security throughout our
islands.

As active producers, fishermen, farmers, livestock keepers, and contributors within the
agricultural and fisheries industries, we write to formally emphasize several urgent
priorities that we believe are essential for the future resilience and stability of our
islands.

First, we respectfully call for the continued recognition and strengthening of DCALFA as
a legitimate and indispensable partner in all governmental and regional discussions
concerning funds, policies, and strategic development related to Agriculture, Fisheries,
and Husbandry within the Dutch Caribbean.

Second, we strongly advocate for equal participation in decision-making processes
affecting our industries. The individuals actively working within these sectors possess
firsthand knowledge, experience, and responsibility for sustaining local food production
and protecting regional food security. Decisions concerning our future must therefore be
made with the participation of the sector itself, not solely on behalf of it.

In addition, we respectfully request that active representatives of the primary food
sectors be formally included in quarterly informative and decision-making meetings to
ensure transparency, collaboration, accountability, and continuous communication
between all stakeholders involved in the development of the agricultural, fisheries, and
husbandry sectors throughout the Dutch Caribbean.

Third, we urge that available financial support and subsidies be directed toward active
producers currently carrying the operational, financial, and social responsibility of
feeding our communities. We emphasize the importance of grants and subsidies over
loan structures, as many producers continue to face significant challenges associated
with climate vulnerability, import dependency, rising operational costs, and limited
access to sustainable financing.



The primary food sector remains one of the most critical pillars of resilience for our
islands. Strengthening local production is no longer optional — it is a necessity for
economic stability, emergency preparedness, cultural preservation, and long-term food
sovereignty across the Dutch Caribbean.

We believe that through unity, cooperation, and meaningful inclusion, our islands can
build a stronger and more self-sustaining future for generations to come.

We thank you for your attention to these matters and for your continued commitment to
the advancement of the primary sectors within our region.

Furthermore, we respectfully request that this letter be formally attached and recognized
as an Addendum to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to be signed during the
current conference proceedings in Sint Maarten on May 28, 2026. This addendum
reflects the collective position, priorities, and commitments of the primary food sector
representatives of the six Dutch Caribbean islands and shall serve as a guiding
reference for future cooperation, representation, and policy development within the
region,

Respectfully,

The Primary Food Sector Representatives
of the Six Dutch Caribbean Islands

“We are warriors. We are guardians. We protect our land, our people, and our future.”
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